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1. The attached draft Is forwarded for your consideration. 
It has been prepared in this form primarily to expedite co- 
ordination. It is anticipated that at least the revised Conclu- 
sions agreed upon by the IAC will be presented to the NSC Senior 
Staff in different form. 

2. As we have previously pointed out, it is essential 
that thia estimate be ready for consideration by the IAC on 
11 December. 

3. We therefore request that your representative meet 
with us on this text at 2*00 Monday, 8 December, in Room 146 
South Building, 
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SECURITY INFORMATION 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


b December* 1952 


SUBJECTS NIE®6U (Part I) SUPPLEMENT* SOVIET BLOC CAPABILITIES. 
THROUGH MID-195W 


THE PROBLEM 

To extend through mld-l9Sh certain key eetimatee of Soviet 
Bloc!/ capabilities for political anJ military warfare made in 
NIE.6U (Part I)o 


ESTIMATE 


le CONCLUSIONS (Paragraphs L»ll)» 


The present conclusions can be projected through the period of 
this estimate s with the exception of paragraphs 10 and 11 which have 


37 Changes in the original text of NIE-61* (Part I) are indicated by 

the underlined text of this Supplement), Deletions have been bracks ted 0 

2/ The Soviet Bloc consists of the USSR, the European Satellites* Conk 
munis t China* Outer Mongolia* North Korea* and Viet Ifinho The Kremlin 
also controls the international Communist movement outside the Bloc 
countries o 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A0021 00040004-9 

TOP SECRET 



Approved For Releas^ 2000/08/29 

TOP SECRET 

been replaced by three new paragraphs on Bloc political warfare 
capabilitieso Paragraph U has been expanded to include Soviet 
atonic and thermonuclear capabilities through micUl95ho The 
conclusions should read as follows i 

(le) The Bloc continues to possess a significant quanti- 
tative superiority over the Western Powers in forces in 
being and in conventional ground and air arnamento 

(2 0 ) The Soviet economy Is much better prepared now to sup- 
port a major war effort than it was in 19h0 o 

(3o) The principal emphasis of the recent Bloc military 

program has apparently been upon enlarging the atomic 
stockpile and upon improving Bloc defenses* particularly 
against air at tack 0 Vie believe that this emphasis will 
continue throughout the period of this estimate «, We 
also believe that the Bloc military forces will not 
increase greatly in size* although they will improve 
in contoat effectiveness 0 


: CIA-RDP79R01 012^0021 00040004-9 
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(In) We estimate that the USSR will probably have a stock* 
pile of 100 atomic -weapons (30-100 kilotas;- yieldl by 
mid-19& 0 ' ( The actual figure may be from naif to ’twice 
as many as this estimate ,) It is unlikely that the 
USSR will be able to develop and produce a thermonuclear 
weapon by raid-1953 «, However, ire believe that the USSR 
will continue to make progress toward a thermonuclear 
weapon and that field testing concerned with thermo- 
nuclear reactions may take place by miri-19gli 0 

(5o) The Soviet forces now stationed in Eastern Europe are 

in an advanced state of readiness for war and can attack 
with little or no warningo 

(6 0 ) We estimate that the Bloc has the capability to under- 
take concurrent large-scale operations in continental 
Europe* the Middle East* and mainland Asia 0 The Bloc 
could rapidly reinforce with Chinese Communist and 
Soviet forces the Communist forces now in Korea, and 
at the same time undertake an invasion of Japan by 
Soviet forces. 


® 3 ® 
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(7^) The USSR has the capability of undertaking sustained 
air offensives against the UK, most of continental 
Europe, most of the Middle East, and Japan, with the 
intensity of individual offensives varying according 
to the number of offensives undertaken simultaneously 0 
It is also capable of tindertaking the delivery of its 
full stockpile of atomic weapons against targets 
in these areas and against targets in the US and its 
overseas bases© 

(8 0 ) The Bloc air defense organization has the capability 
for vigorous opposition to an air offensive against 
the principal Soviet centers© However, despite 
marked improvements in the Bloc air defense system 
(especially in the USSR, Eastern Germany, Poland? 

Europe , and Manchuria), deficiencies will remain 
throughout the period of this estimate© 

(9o) The USSR has the capability to undertake offensive 
submarine patrols and mining operations along most 
of the world *s strategically vital sea lanes. The 
USSR has the capability to undertake short-haul amphibious 
operations in the seas adjacent to its own coasts© 
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(10*) Bloc political warfare will continue to cons tit.; tie < a 

■: ■' l I ! -si I 

serious darker to the ncn-Comunist world + hr-5U’h aidU 

rn m mmmm mm — — ■ I —l ■ u pft a pj m j — l . 

195ho The likelihood of an increase In Bloc pot 1 ti c al 
warfare capabilities is greatest in unstable areas, a>:-ch 

V r j '• 3 '{. 

aa the Middle East aid Southeast Asia* These areas wil l to 
particularly vulnerable to 31oc pc lit lea l wa r rare because 
of economic and social unreal^ the widespread seh tly nt 
against. "Eastern inr>erlalia;!i. w &rd the ineffective 
leadership cf the existing governments „ 


(11*) lL2li£ MlcidCLQ w a s P X t>o pc-Xi tic nX ^ ST" . 

tiof are greatest in Iran Q The Iranian sltu.itpr; c^r^ ga 
so many ole icnts of Instability that it is impossible 
to estimate with confidence for more than a /short rerlyffi 
few months *1/ However , we believe that the Bloc agert 


i/ 


in Iran, the Tudeh Party, /will net be alle/ la not likely— 

i — i n ■ ■■"*■■ ■ a"TH» . . p — m , . ■ ■ . 


to gair control cf the government by irf 11 trail rp 


tc 


develop the strength to overthrow the Estlonbl 'tj’onl by . 
constitutional means or by force through 1 w'3, etao 

events, such as a serious crop failure or a split 1 t. the 


paragraph is essentially a condensation of paragraphs 1 and 3 
of NI&»?£, "Probable Developments in Tran Through 1?^3" (13 '’*-- T *-e"ler 
jlf$2 f pp 0 ?) o The footnotes indicate revisions which the Board 
I considers 'tc be -a more accurate statement of sc tual situation* 


l t 


:S . 
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National Front ag a result of rivalry amon g its 
leaders, would increase Tudeh capabilities greatly. 

If present trends in Iran continue unchecked beyond 
the end of 1953 $ rising internal tensions and continued 
deterioration of the econony and of the budnetary position 
of the government ^mlgh are llkelyj/to lead to a 
breakdoim of govemmsrytal authori ty and open the way 
for at least a gradual assumption of control by Tudeh 0 

(11a,) We believe that during the period of this estimate Bloc 
political warfare capabilities in Southeast Asia will 
be largely determined by the degree of military pressure 
which the Viet Minh forces, with Communist Chinese ad vice 
and military assistance, bring to bear against the Pfrench 
gad the Associated States in Indochina, While the 
odds now are against a decisive shift in the political 
and military balance of forces in Indochina, these odds 
nay shift rapidly, particularly if the military capabilities 
of the non-Connmmlst forces are substantially weakened ,, 

A Comnunls t victory in Indochina would probably result in 

l/ This paragraph is essentially a condensation of paragraphs 1 and 3 
of NIB-75, "Probable Developments in Iran Through 1953" (13 November 
1952, pp,7)o The footnotes indicate revisions which the Board con- 
siders to be a more accurate statement of the actual situation,, 

*» f} m 
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Coranunist control a by force or accomodation, of 
moat or all of the Southeast Asian mainland countries . 
although not necessarily within the period of thl a 
eatlmate 0 


II. FACTORS AFFECTING BLOC CAPABILITIES (Paragraphs 12-22), 

This section remains generally valid for the period through 
mid-195Uo The significant additions and revisions necessary to 
project the estimate to mid»195i± are as follows* 

12, (Paragraph lf>a) 0 Since World War II a the USSR has 

given high priority to modem electronic and communication 
systems o Soviet research and developm ent in these fields 
are comparable to those of the US or of the UK, At 
the present time B the USSR* (a) is augmenting its 
extensive early warning network with modem GCI radar 
which is probably equivalent in performance to US 
operational equipment} (b) has • operational quantities 
of shipboard and antiaircraft fire control equipment 
utilising radarj (c) has g in limited operational use , 
blind bombing radar equipment | (d) has, at least in 

- 7 - 
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the experimental stage* a long-range hyperbolic 

■ ii i ri — i mmmmmmmamtm mmmmm m mmmm nmm i ■ " wrn 1 i <w<mi m , , r - 

navigation system; and (e) can produce limi ted 
operational quantities of proximity fuzed anti- 
aircraft ammunition a The USSR has developed a 
very high capability for .lamming radio transmissions 
up to and including HF bands,, Soviet capabilities 
in related electronic fields indicate that they are 
now capable of developing equipment for jamming VHP and 
UHF bands o These capabilities constitute an increasingl y 
serious threat to Western long-range ^and short-range 
military/ radio rorrminication and navigation systems 
and w ill by mid-195 li i nclude the ability to interfere 
wltij short-range systems JL/ 

13o (Paragraph 15b) o Yfe estimate that by rnid-195lt 

the USSR will have In ope r ational use a long-range 
hyperbolic naviatlon system and limite d oper ational 

quantities of some type of airborne intercept 

2 / 

equipment <>— The USSR may also have both pa ssive and 
active electronic countermeasures equip ■men t for u se 

17 exception of the underlined sections a the last three sentences 
~ of this paragraph were taken from NIE«6ii (Part I), Appendices* 

* ppendix A s paragraph 2/j«c-3 0 n “ — 

2/ Air Force may take a dissent 0 

« a„ 
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against most currently operational types of Western 

miwr » mum* am mm i w i wi i mmmm mm+ wm i» 

radars c Soviet conversion to VHF equipment in air- 
craft units Is underway and might be operationally 
completed by mld-195>U; by that time, a substan- 
tial proportion of the Soviet air defense conmunl cations 
network could be converted to a UHF system,, nrovided 
this latter project were given sufficient prior i ty 0 

llto (Paragraph l6) 0 The gross national product of the Bloc 
has been increasing rapidly in the past few years,, 

Any calculation of its magnitude is necessarily subject 
to considerable error * and no meaningful comparison can 
be made with prewar years for the Bloc as a whole „ 
However* we estimate that the Bloc 8 s gross national 
product in 1951 was roughly ££$) 20 percent higher 
than in 19U9> and that rapid growth will continue 
during the period of this estimate » 

a 0 The econony of the USSR had recovered its prewar 
level of total production by 191*8 and had surpassed 
that level by (gi estimated 20-30 percenJ7 at least 


CIA-RDP79R01 
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onfe third in 1951 o We estimate that the Soviet 
gross national product /is/ has been increasing 
at an annual rate of /&f/ about 11 percent, and 
that it will continue to inc rease, althoug h at a 
somewhat reduced rate, during the period of this 

UPMI «■ ■» ■! M lUluaw i ii p — i «f«— 

estimate o 

be The combined production of the Satellites constitutes 
approximately one*=quarter of the Bloc » s gross national 
producto We believe that the Satellite gross national 
product /Has Increased since 19h9, but we are unable 
to estimate the amount of the increase? will increase 
at a rate approximating that of the USSR during the 
period of this estimate 0 

Co The gross national product of Communist China is 

extremely difficult to estimate, but we believe that 
it represents less than 15 percent of the Bloc totalo 
Conmuniat Chin a 9 s gross national product is probably 
increasing at an annual rate of 3 to 5 percent, but 
its output of capital goods will continue to be 
a very small part of the Bloc total 0 


10 e 
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iSo (Paragraph 17 )„ The output of the Soviet economy does 
not approach that of the US economy, nor does the 
output of the Bloc economy as a whole /compare with7 
approach that of the NATO states 0 USSR gross national 
product in 1951 was about one-quarter that of the US, 
and the combined gross national product of the entire 
Bloc was about 30 percent that of the NATO countries „ 
However, these dispar i ties are b eing reduced, but there 
will be no significant change by mid-l95k a 

16 0 (Paragraph 19) 0 Since the aid of World War II, the 
Bloc as a whole has devoted a much larger proportion 
of its gross national product to military purposes 
than the Westo We estimate that the quantity of 
productive resources which the USSR /will devote/ 
is allocating to military production in 1952 /will 
equal/ equals the amount assigned in 19liU, the peak 
year of Soviet war production We believe that the 
USSR now devotes and will continue to d evote about 
one-fifth of its gross national product to military 
expenditure So 


*' 11 - 
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III. BLOC MILITARY STRENGTH (Paragraphs 23-28 ) c 

This section remains generally valid for the period through 
mid- 1951*0 The significant additions and revisions necessary to 
project the estimate to mid- 1951 are as follows! 

17© (Paragraph 2l*) 0 We estimate that the Bloc armed forces 

by mid-195U will probably haves 

a 0 Approximately 9,1*00,000 men, of which about 1*, $20,000 
will be Soviet; 2,000,000 Satellite; 2,1*50,000 Chinese 
Conmunist; 300,000 North Korean; and 130,000 Viet 
Minho 

b 0 An authorized strength of about 26,700 aircraft, 
including about 13,000 jet fighters, 1,250 piston 
medium bombers, and possibly a few jet medium 
bojriberso (Repeat footnote 3 on page 1* of original text 0 ) 

Co A total of approximatel y 260 m ajor surface vessels^/ 
and 1*71 submarines , includin g_l53 long-range types 0 

irWs"&STu3e3 all naval vessel types down to and including coastal 
destroyers o 


- 12 - 
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d 0 A stockpile of 190 atomic weapons (30-100 kiloton 
yield), (The actual figure may be from half to 
twice as many as this estimate 0 ) 

18, (Paragraph 25), It is unlikely that the USSR will be 
able to develop and produce a thermonuclear weapon by 
ndd-1953# However, we believe that the USSR will 
continue to make progress toward a thermonuclear weapon 
and that field testing concerned with thermonuclear 
reactions may take place by mld»19$U 0 

19o (Paragraph 26), The over-all effectiveness of Bloc 

ground, naval, and air forces will increase by iSTd-19^7 
mld»19& because of progressive modernisation and 
standardization of weapons aid equipment, the intensive 
training program, the growth of the Soviet atomic 
stockpile, and the increased combat efficiency of the 
Satellite armies, 

20, (Paragraph 28), The USSR maintains a large air defense 
system which not only Includes the forces assigned to 
the Soviet air defense organization (PVO-Strany) but also 
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has available to it the active air defense resources 
of the Army, tactical air forces, and Navy not other® 
wise committed, as well, as the passive defense 
resources of the police and civilian organizations 0 
The European Satellite and Corrmunist Chinese air 
defenses add to and are integrated with the Soviet 
ays tamo Despite significant improvements in the air 
defense system, there will probably continue to be 
insufficient nunfcero of trained and experienced 
pilots and operators, modern radar, heavy A A guns, 
and fighters designed specifically for all-- 
weather interception to provide defense for all important 
areas „ We estimate that by /raii«»195jj7 mid-19g^ the 
numerical strength of the air defense forces will not 
/change/ i ncrease substantially, although the effectiveness 
of the air defenses will improve through re-equipment 
and training o 


IV. Bloc MILITA RY C AP AB ILITIES (Paragraphs 29-3? )o 

This section remains generally valid for the period through 
mid«195Uo The significant additions and revisions necessary to 
project the estimate to mid«19f>h are as follows* 

= Hi <* 
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21 0 (Paragraph 32) 0 The KL°° air defense organization 
has the capability for vigorous opposition to an air 
offensive against the principal Soviet centers 0 
However, despite marked improvements in the Bloc air 
defense systen (especially in the USSR, Eastern Germany, 
Poland7 Europe, and Manchuria), deficiencies will re- 
main throughout the period of this estimate 0 

» 

22 0 (Paragraph 36) <> Since the beginning of the Korean 
war, the Communist Air Force in China, which is v 
believed to be made up of Chinese Communist, North 
Korean, and Soviet elements, has been built to an 
impressive size* The jet fighter units in the Korean 
Manchuri&» North China area are believed to be pro® 
gressively improving,, /§owever^7 The capabilities of 
the CAF in China /ars7 will remain during the period 
/pf this estimate/ through micL195>3 largely limited to 
the air defense of North China, Manchuria, and North 
£orea under conditions of good visibility and to 
limited attacks against UN forces in Korea and adjacent 
waters o However, we estimate that by mld®195U the 
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capabilities of this air forc e to extend Its offensi ve 
operations beyond the present limited theater ’of 
operat ions will increase as a result of the introduction 

OWN— WW— «*M** W» M»I m i h> IWMm<*W m t+mmm t mmmwmm* ■*» ■» * w — — " * 

of .jet light bontoerso 3/ We believe that the CAP in China 
■will continue to expand gradually during the period of 
this estimate but will remain entirely dependent upon 
the USSR for aircraft and equipment* spare parts* and 
technical supervision* and almost entirely dependent 
upon the USSR for aviation fuel and lubricants, /Unless 
some type of jet light bombardment aircraft is introduced* 
the offensive capabilities of this air force uill 
remain extremely limited/ Redeployment from the 
Manchuria area would be necessary for sustained air 
operations against Taiwan and Southeast Asia, 

V 0 BLOC POLITICAL WARFARE CAPABILITIES (Paragraphs U2«$2) 

This section is not valid for the period through mld*195U 0 
Paragraphs hZ~$Z are replaced by the following paragraphs t 

23 o (Paragraph It2) 0 Bloc political warfare will continue 
tp_ c onstitute a serious danger to the non»Communiat 

We have asked the Air Force for a clarification of this estimate. 
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world through micU19$lio The likelihood of an 
increase in Bloc political warfare capabilities 

I ■ ■■ ^ ******* ~m >■ I *"*"'"-'- 1 

is greatest in unstable areas ff such as the Tliddle 
East and South east Aai a 0 T hese yea? wil^ ha 

to. SSC gg a 

because of economic and social unrest, the widespread 

HMh'JW — * 0mm ***■ P ****** *•" *0 t f*m**p*mr^*P'PP**Pimmm r*ma*mmmpm^pmmppmmm+*m** 

sentiment against "Western i mperialism,,” and the 
ineffective leadership of the co da ting fovernment^ 0 

2lu (Paragrsph U3)© Within the Middle East» Dloc politick 

warfare capabilities are greatest in Iran a The Iranian 

situation contains so many elements of instability that 

it is impossible to estimate with confidence for more than 

a /short period/ few months 3^ However, we believe that 

the Dloc agent in Iran, the Tudeh Party a /will not be 

able/ is not llkelyj/ to gain control of the government 

by infiltration or to develop the strength to overthrow 

the National Front by constitutional moans or by force 

through 1953 q Unexpected events,, such as a serious 

crop failure or a split in the National Front as a result of 

rivalry among its leaders^ would increase Tudeh capabilities 

greatly o If present trends in Iran continue unchecked 

3/ lliis paragraph is essentially a condensation of paragraphs 1 and 
3 of OTE-75* "Probable Developments in Iran through 1953#" 

(13 November 19$2 e pp«,?)o The footnotes indicate revisions which 
the Board considers to be a more accurate statement of the 
actual altuationo 

- 17 - 
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beyond the and of 1953$ rising Internal tensions and 
continued deterioration of the econo ny and of the 
budgetary position of the government /g5.ghji7 ere likelyj / 
to lead to a breakdown of governmental authority and 
open the way for at least a gradual assumption of 
control by Tudeh 0 

25 o (Paragraph We believe that chiring the period 

of this estimate Bloc political warfare capabilities in 
Southeast Aala Trill be largely determined by the degree 
of military pressure which the Viet Uinh forces, with 
Communist Chinese advice and military aaslat jice« bring 
to bear against tite French and the Associated States in 
Indoehinap While the odda now are against a decisive 
shift in the political and military balance of forces 
in Indochina^ these odds may shift rap idly M particularly 
if the military capabilities of the non-Cquanmniet forces 
are substantially weakened,, A Communist victory In 
Indochina would probably result in Conrauniat controls by 
force or accomodation, of moat or all of the Southeast 
Aslan mainland countries, although not necessarily withi n 
the period of this estimate. , 

X/ THis paragraph is essentially a condensation of paragraphs 1 and 

3 of NIE-75* "Probable Developments in Iran through 1953" (13 November 
1952, pp<*7)» The footnotes indicate revisions which the Board 
considers to be a more accurate statement of the actual situation,, 
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